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|ES/ISS Exam,2021 SDT-G-ENG

GENERAL ENGLISH

Time Allowed : Three Hours

Maximum Marks : 100

Please read each of the following instructions c_ﬁreﬁ;!!y before attempting

Question Paper Specific Instructions

guestions :

Attempt all the questmmr

Marks allotted fora partwufar question [ part are indicated against f,t
Word limit of the'answers, if specified, should be adhered to.

You must not disclose your identity in any of your answers:

Answers must be written in ENGLISH only.

Q1.

Write an essay on any one of the following topics in about 800 words :
(a) Water security for a sustainable future.

(b= C@mn‘sﬂ;ing women for'household work.

(¢)'.s Economic growth in thé post-pandemie worlds

(d) ~ Prospects of digital revolution,

(¢) “Cultural pluralism in the Indian context.

Write a‘précis of the following passage in your own words in about
one-third of the original-length : .

Let s begin with the question ; what'is sciencé,? KarlPopper, an
influential 20th-century philosopher of science, thought that the fundamental
feature of a scientific theory'is that it shotild be falsifiable. To call a theory
falsifiable is not to sayithat it is falsé€. Rather, it meansthat the theory makes
some definite predictions that are'éapable'6fbeing tested against experience. If
these predictions turn out to be wrong, then the theory has been falsified, or
disproved. So a falsifiable theory is one that we might discover to be false — it
is not compatible with every possible course of experience. Popper thought that
some supposedly scientific theories did not satisfy this condition and thus did
not deserve to be called science at all; rather they were merely pseudo-science.
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ud’s psychoanalytic theory was one of Popper's favourite examples
of pseudo-science. According to Popper, Freud’s theory could be reconciled with
any empirical findings whatsoever. Whatever a patient’s behaviour, Freudians
could find an explanation of it in terms of their theory — they would never
admit that their theory was wrong. Popper illustrated his point with the
following example. Imagine a man whn pushes a child into a river with the
intention ufmurdenng him, and another man w 10 amﬁces his life in order to

save the child. Freudians can e a ’s be 1aviour wmh equal ease:
the first was ref "h. u
alg'ued t se uf

s 5 d’s t] enr.v could .-" Ribdere

CVer; 1t was thus unfalsifiable.

was true of Marx’s theory of hlstur_v,
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thy what happened

1id Aampl 2, the might sa)
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proletariat and  weaken
arx’s theory cuu]d T ;;.g__.'..
ents " _.'.=¢ Th
ic, According -I'- :

pogsible t-n observe — exeept
1919, the Sir Arthur Eddin

with the aim of testing

¢ expeditic  that star 1ght was indeed deflected
by the sun, by almost exactly the amuunt Einstein had predicted. Popper was
very impressed by this. Einstein’s theory had made a definite, precise
prediction, which was confirmed by observations. Had it turned out that
starlight not deflected by the sun, this would have showed that Einstein
was wrong. So Einstein’s theory satisfies the criterion of falsifiability.
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Popper’s attempt to demarcate science from pseudo-science is
intuitively quite plausible. There is certainly something fishy about a theory
that can be made to fit any empirical data whatsoever. But some philosophers
regard Popper’s criterion as overly simplistic. Popper criticized Freudians and
Marxists for explaining away any data that appeared to conflict with their
theories, rather than aecept:ng that the thaones had been refuted This

s here, can spring be far be

v 8 2 or ami ':. - ENCe. g 10

2x5=10

(c)  tolaugh in (one's) sleeve
(d)  left in the lurch
(e)  see off
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‘not make unnecessary changes in the original sentence : 1x10=10

(a)  He has promised to lend us some money, isn't it ?
(b)  According to me we should spend more money on education.
(©)  She returned back after sometime.




